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SPECIAL FEATURE
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(375, 410) and ittle engine
(250),” he explains. “The big-
engine cars are exclusive and
beautiful, bur not initially
known for chassis refinement
or brakes! The 400
Superamerica is probably

the one type that blends the
essence of the ‘big bores” with
the agility of the 250s.”

3. 250 GT

Short Wheelbase
Berlinetta

BUILT FROM 1959-62, the
250 SWB expanded upon the
TdF’s tradition as a car for both
road and race. “The heir to the
TdF kept Ferrari on the maga-
zine covers as well as in the

winnet’s circle,” says Lynch.
Goodfellow calls it, “the ulti-
mate dual-purpose Ferrari,”
while Chinetti notes, “Bob
Grossman drove his car to the
track, raced it and drove it
home again for a whole season
in the U.S.—and he won
the SCCA championship!”
Unlike the TdF, Ferrari
built steel-bodied road and alu-
minum-bodied racing SWBs,
and both versions saw tarmac
and track use. Mechanically,
the SWB is an evolution of the
TdF, but it features significant
improvements over the earlier
machine, including a shorter,
stronger chassis, disc bra kes
and a more powerful engine.

The SWB is also highly
regarded for its beautiful
lines. “It’s the car thar Sergio
Pininfarina calls ‘our first quan-
tum leap in Ferrari design,””
notes Goodfellow.

2. 250 GT.
Spyder California
THE CAL SPYDER is unques-
tionably one of the best-loved
cars to ever emerge from
Ferrari’s stable. The LWB
(1958-60) and SWB (1960-
'63) Cal Spyders are mechani-
cally identical to their
berlinetta siblings, but their
wonderful Pininfarina-penned
Styhﬂg seLs theln ﬂ[]'.’irt.

While some panelists dis-

miss the car’s significance, cit-
ing it as just another pretty face
among many, others choose it
for exactly that reason. “The
relation between size and style,
the proportions are still perfect
today,” says Piero Ferrari, who
ranks the car number one.
Lynch agrees: “This looker
still defines a Ferrari street car
for some, and both versions
had the car books falling all
over themselves 1o declare them
the greatest sports cars of the
day.” Ferrari also built alu-
minum-bodied versions of the
Cal Spyder for racing; I\NV/Bs
finished fifth overall at Le
Mans in 1959 and won the
GT class at Sebring in 1960.

2. 250 GT Spyder California
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